This fascinating and disturbing study of a new form of work -transnational commercial surrogacy -is an unusual contribution to global labour studies. Transnational commercial surrogacy emerged from a combination of the new reproductive technologies and the forces of globalisation. It is India's new form of outsourcing, where couples from all over the world can hire Indian women to bear their children for a fraction of the cost of surrogacy elsewhere and with no government regulations. The book explores the workings of this new labour market for wombs, and analyses the experiences of the labourers as they negotiate the peculiarities of this market -where production and reproduction literally merge.
end of the book, Pande identifies the narratives the women develop to resist the stigma attached to surrogacy. "I will never sell my own children", one surrogate says; "What kind of mother does that?" (p. 133). They also downplay the idea of choice by seeing surrogacy as a "calling" to "fulfil her familial obligations" (p. 135).
Amrita Pande has written a highly readable and pioneering study. She shows great sensitivity to the situation of surrogate women and how they resist, reframe, and seek to build better lives for themselves and their families through their globalised labour. These surrogate mothers courageously reject attempts -including the author's -to see themselves as an extreme example of the commoditisation of labour in the Polanyian sense. They, like millions of other women across the globe, are making a living in the age of neo-liberal globalisation. Pande rejects banning this form of work and ends her book with a plea for some form of global regulation along the lines of "fair trade surrogacy". It is a realistic response to a global reality, and making visible this invisible world is the first step in that direction.
But I could not help thinking that, whatever the surrogate mothers say, these workers are an extreme example of the commodification of labour. Not surprisingly, they resist the idea. Iif they were to confront the reality of their position, continuing to work under these conditions would be become intolerable and they would have to resign. My worry is that by accepting the choices the women make, does Pande not crowd out an understanding of the concrete realities the women face? Does an emphasis on the agency of the poor not lead to a neglect of the economic, political and ideological structures in which the women are located? Arguably the book pays inadequate attention to the structural forces shaping the women's choices. 
